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CITY OF PINE LAKE, GEORGIA
WORK SESSION AGENDA

JULY 8, 2025 @ 6:00PM
COURTHOUSE & COUNCIL CHAMBERS
459 PINE DRIVE, PINE LAKE, GA 30072

NOTE: All attendees are reminded to silence cellular phones and other devices
that may cause interruption of the session proceedings.

CALL TO ORDER — WORK SESSION
PUBLIC HEARING

1. Alcoholic Beverages Privilege License Application — Silver's Caribbean
Restaurant, 4634 Rockbridge Road SW — On-Premises Retail Sale and
Consumption

ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMUNICATIONS
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA OF THE DAY
PUBLIC COMMENTS - 3 minutes each please

NEW BUSINESS
1. Senior Property Tax Relief Program
2. Street Resurfacing Update, Local Maintenance Improvement Grant (LMIG)
3. Beach House Renovation, Project Scope Presentation

4. Pine Lake/Snapfinger Creek Dam Inspection
PUBLIC COMMENTS - 3 minutes each please

REPORTS AND OTHER BUSINESS
e Strategic Performance Report (SPR)

Reports/Comments

e Mayor
e City Council

Information for “The Pine Lake News” eblast.
Executive Session

ADJOURNMENT
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PRELIMINARY COUNCIL AGENDA MEMORANDUM (CAM)

TO: Honorable Mayor and Council Members

FROM: Ned Dagenhard, Acting City Clerk

DATE: July 8, 2025 Work Session

TITLE: Alcoholic Beverages Privilege License Application — Silver’s Caribbean Restaurant,

4634 Rockbridge Road SW — On-Premises Retail Sale and Consumption

RECOMMENDATION

The City of Pine Lake Administration Department, Office of the City Clerk, recommends approval of the
license application at the July 29, 2025 Regular Meeting, subject to decision by the Pine Lake Governing
Authority.

BACKGROUND

In accordance with the City of Pine Lake Code of Ordinances Chapter 10 — ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES,
Ms. Freweini Tseggai has submitted an application to the City for an Alcoholic Beverages Privilege
License—on behalf of Silver’s Caribbean Restaurant—for the on-premises sale and consumption of
distilled spirits, malt beverages, and wine.

RESOURCE IMPACT

Approval of this application presents no explicit resource impact.

ATTACHMENTS

Alcoholic Beverages Privilege License Application

Ned Dagenhard
Acting City Clerk
neddagenhard@pinelakega.net
425 Allgood Road Stone Mountain GA 30083
PO Box 1325 e Pine Lake, GA 30072 e 404-999-4931
www.pinelakega.net



APPLICATION FOR ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE PRIVILEGE LICENSE
CITY OF PINE LAKE, GEORGIA

INSTRUCTIONS: Read through entire application before answering any questions. Every
question must be answered fully and correctly. If the space provided is not sufficient, answer the
questions on another sheet of paper and indicate that a separate sheet is attached. If a particular
question does not apply to you, then answer “N/A” and if necessary explain why the question is
not applicable to you. Do not leave any questions blank. When the form is completed, it must be
dated, signed and verified under oath by the applicant and filed with the City Clerk of the City of
Pine Lake, Georgia together with all supporting documents, and a certified check or cash for
Three Hundred Fifty Dollars and No/100 ($350.00) which is non-refundable.

1. Type of establishment:
(Chegk one)
[ Restaurant
[] Retail Package Sales

2. Type of license applied for:
(Check one).

(] Retailer dealers: Building size
4,000 sq. feet or less —
beer and wine package sales $ 500.00

(] Retail dealers: Building size

greater than 4,000 sq. feet -

beer and wine package sales $1,000.00
[] Wholesale dealer, beer or wine $ 200.00

(] Restaurant, retail consumption
malt beverages and wine only $ 500.00

[] Private club, retail consumption,
malt beverages and wine only ‘ $ 500.00

[ ﬁ/ Restaurant, private club, retail consump#ion,

distilled spirits, malt beverages and wine $2,800.00
(] Brew Pub $1,000.00
(] Catering permit/Temporary Permit $50.00
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[] Brown Bag Establishment License $ 50.00

[] Bed and Breakfasts $ 50.00

[] Sunday Sales Permits for consumption on $200.00
Premises

[] Sunday Sales Permits $ 200.00

[ Employee Permits $50.00

[] Distilled Spirits $ 5,000.00

3. Typg of ownership:
[\/ Individual
[] Partnership
[] Close Corporation
[] Corporation

[] Limited Liability Company

[] Limited Partnership

[1 (a) If individual, full name and legal residence of owner:
Ycewsevan T\ Seqoe; 21249 5652

NAME K SOCIAL SECURITY #
PEAE N )¢ T W

STREET ADDRESS MAILING ADDRESS (if different)
C/\\Qr(‘(\\q\&l Q; ¢ q} O\ \

CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE

Is this individual a U.S. Citizen? N2 >

Y

If not give permanent alien registration # and attach copy of green card.
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[] (b) If partnership, partnership name
Name, address & social security number of general partner(s):

Name, social security number, per cent interest and legal address o

Are all of these stockholders U.S. Citizens?

If not give perinanent alien registration # and attach copy of green card.

[] (c) If close corporation, corpora
A

STREET ADDRESS MAILING ADDRESS (if Different)

CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE

NAME, SOCIAL SE¢ TY NUMBER, PER CENT INTEREST AND LEGAL ADDRESS OF

kre all of these stockholders U.S. Citizens?

If not give permanent alien registration # and attach copy of green card.




[1] (d) If corporation, corporate name

STREET ADDRESS MAILING ADDRESS (If Different)

CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE

NAME OF REGISTERED AGENT FOR SERVICE OF PROCESS FOR THE C ORATION

STREET ADDRESS MAILING ADDRESS (if Diffcrent)

&

[1] (e) If Limited Liability Company, name
Address of principal place of business

NAME, ADDRESS & SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER OF MANAGING MEMBER(S):

IER, PER CENT INTEREST AND LEGAL ADDRESS OF

NAME, SOCIAL SECURITY NUM
ALL MEMBERS:

and attach copy of green card.

MAILING ADDRESS (If Different)
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CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE CITY,STATE, ZIP CODE

[] (f) If Limited Partnership, name
Address of principal place of business

NAME, ADDRESS & SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER OF GENER

LIMITED PARTNERS:

Are all of the partners U.S. Cit
If not give permanent alien

tion # and attach copy of green card.

NAME, OF REGISFERED AGENT FOR SERVICE OF PROCESS FOR THE LIMITED PARTNERSHIP

LREET ADDRESS MAILING ADDRESS (If Different)

, STATE, ZIP CODE CITY STATE ’ZIP\COD,

4. NAME OF LICENSEE:
b P ¢ SEGGHT FRewe e FOG Y QO/C G iCom
NAME MAILING ADDRESS (If Different)

NG 1B WDe e DK !/QJ vv’“{& / yil '99 ’// /

- CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE ‘ 'CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE

Is the licensce a U.S. Citizen?

SIP‘avge‘



If not give licensec pcrmancnt alicn registration # and attach copy of green card.

5. NAME OF LICENSE REPRESENTATIVE (Required)

NAME NAME

STREET ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE

Is the license representative a U.S, Citi

if not give license representa manent alien registration # and attach copy of green

‘the above address the licensee’s legal and bona fide place of domicile?

Is the above address the license representative’s legal and bona fide place of
domicile?

7. NAME AND LOCATION OF BUSINESS FOR WHICH APPLICATION IS MADE:

Sy FA PBAR GARILL

NAME OF BUSINESS )

S e A Y P -/ ) Iy
vazy Roe KR DEE R Stpn mpaortss
STREET ADDRESS !

D0 e oo

CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE

8. DO YOU CURRENTLY HOLD OR HAVE HELD WITHIN THE LAST 10-YEARS
ANY OTHER ALCOHOL BEVERAGE LICENSE OTHER THAN ONE ISSUED BY |
PINE LAKE? IF SO, WHERE AND IF CURRENT PROVIDE THE LICENSE
NUMBER AND ISSUING AUTHORITY.

9. HAVE YOU RECEIVED, READ, AND UNDERSTAND THE CITY OF PINE LAKE
BEVERAGE LICENSE ORDINANCE? j
/\ / /\
YT S

7 LICENSEE

10. AS REQUIRED BY THE ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF
PINE LAKE, HAVE YOU INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING WITH THIS APPLICATION?

6|Page



[] a. A completed State of Georgia Department of Alcohol Unit form ATT-17 (if
required).

[] b. An affidavit of each person whose name appears on an application for a license
swearing that said person has not within 5 years prior to the date of application been convicted of
nor entered a plea of nolo contendre to any felony, misdemeanor, or charge related to the sale,
manufacture, distribution, taxability, possession or use of alcoholic beverages or illegal drugs
including the offense of driving a motor vehicle under the influence of alcohol or drugs, has not
entered a guilty plea, or been convicted of a felony or a misdemeanor or a crime opposed to
decency and morality. (Does not include the registered agent for service of a corporation, or LLC
unless such person is a covered stockholder, member, partner, limited partner, licensee or license
representative).

[] c. A copy of a deed showing the applicant to be the owner of the premises for
which the license is sought or a copy of a lease showing any interest the owner of the premises
has in the business for which the license is sought.

[] d. Consent form releasing driver history and criminal background history of each
person listed herein and proof of U.S. Citizenship or alien status.

[] e. 5-Year driver history which can be obtained from the Georgia State Patrol
Office.
[] f. For those applicants, who, within the last five year period, have resided or do

reside in a state other then Georgia, the applicant must furnish a certified copy of a driver history
and criminal background history from the state or state in which he/she has resided or resides to
the Chief of Police of Pine Lake.

[] g. If the same person is serving as the licensee and the license representative, he/she
shall submit an affidavit certifying that he/she is at least twenty-one (21) years of age, a resident
of DeKalb County and a manager of the business.

[] h. If the licensee is not the license representative, an affidavit from the license
representative certifying that he/she is at least twenty-one (21) years of age, a resident of DeKalb
County and a manager of the business.

[] 1. If applicable, have you received a DeKalb County Health Department Food
Service Permit and any other state or federal permits, etc. required for a food service
establishment. If so, attach a copy of the permit.

[] j- A certificate from the Pine Lake Chief of Police certifying that each person
named in the application has been investigated and found not to have within 5 years prior to the
date of application been convicted of nor entered a plea of nolo contendre to any felony,
misdemeanor, or charge related to the sale, manufacture, distribution, taxability, possession or use
of alcoholic beverages or illegal drugs including the offense of driving a motor vehicle under the
influence of alcohol or drugs, has not entered a guilty plea, or been convicted of a felony or a
misdemeanor or a crime opposed to decency and morality.

[] k. Application processing fee of Three Hundred Fifty Dollars and No/100
(8350.00).
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VERIFICATION OF LICENSEE

STATE OF GEORGIA, T) ~(’/\<@\\0 COUNTY.
I, .T’( (@YWL TN \ n)P(‘ c &\ , Licensee, do hereby swecar subject to criminal

penaltles for false swearing, that thé sfatements and answers made by me to the foregoing questions in this application
are true, and no false or fraudulent statem?»;iriwer is made herein_to procure the granting of such license.

3

o ‘ N
Applicant/Licénsee Signature (Full Name in Ink)
1 hereby certify that Rﬁ L}\}ﬁi Ny TIsedaad \ sidddd Ms‘?ﬂéﬂggp:_ to the
(Full Name of Applicafit! icensee) \\\‘ . /r

foregoing application after stating to me that he/she knew and undersstbcd-ﬁ 'ngd ansx@xs made
therein, and, under oath administered by me, has sworn that said sta@nents,a@’answerq %!r_ue A

A0 S {8 otARL 3L 4L
This l l day of erV\ ,)930:25 = ‘%7:"; V\...F ‘t‘}": 65
0y R 3
NO&W 37%."4\ fupt q’&:‘((/) 3
] - X o° ~
.. N f ‘:) l&D&q ”’ & 'Qtfﬂ,,‘,’.l? " Co\\\\
[AFFIX SEAL] ' ’/ OUNT\( ‘
“anaWW
VERIFICATION OF LICENSE REPRESENTATIVE :
STATE OF GEORGIA, COUNTY.
I, _, License Representatwe, do héreby swear subject to

criminal penalties for false swearing, that the statements and answers maﬁ@@ y me to the foregoing
questions this application are true, and no false or fraudulent statement wer is made herein to procure
the granting of such license.

epre entative (Full Name in Ink)

I hereby certify that signed his/her name to the

, 19

’ fmission Expires:
FIX SEAL]
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AFFIDAVIT OF LICENSEE/LICENSE REPRESENTATIVE
(ON PREMISE CONSUMPTION ONLY)

STATE OF GEORGIA, V) €Xe\2  COUNTY

The undersigned licensee hereby ceﬁﬁes that he/she (is notrving as licensee and
the license representative of S | LJERS AR (GFRIL. LaRMar eAN  ESTPAURANT
that he/she is at least twenty one (21) years of age, (is not) (is) a resident of DeKalb County, and
(is not) (is) a manager of the business. )

e

N
I

-

Swom to and subscribed before me, this

ﬁ day of_ (XTI ,

PVIRK
ARY PUBLIC

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES: )2 | SJ DOAG
[SEAL] .
..||!Olllg,'

wn
(7
©,
=
X
w

\8“.

S3V%.°
\J

3
Qb
o)
—
@
9
RGIA
Topggeantt

W
1223
&
e ©
X
0

’, Oﬁ'fﬁyu‘.%'-' 0“/ \‘.r o X
% OUNT“* \“\ /'

s,
/)
'ﬂfdumqig‘kh\‘icense representative hereby certifies that he/sheis serving as the license
representative of :

' ; that
he/she is at least twenty one (21) years of age, is a resident of DeKalb County, and is a manager of the
business.

Swom to and subscribed before me, this .
day of A

[SEAL]
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CONSENT FORM

I hereby authorize THE CITY OF PINE LAKE to receive any criminal history record information
pertaining to me which may be in the files of any state and local criminal justice agency in Georgia.

YCoweian TS(?C;O\O\\
Full Name Printed

23 e doc S Ove0los M '&)03"!\

Address

I B pELfy ALHT3esT

Sex Race #

U.S. Citizen / Yes No

(Attach proof, if applicable) // J .
[ v g/

ignature

NOTICE

kkkkkkkkkkrkkkkkkkkkhik

Criminal justice agencies which disseminate criminal history records to private
individuals and to public and private agencies shall advise all requestors that, if an employment or
licensing decision adverse to the record subject is mad4e, the record subject must be informed by
the individual or agency making the adverse decision of all information pertinent to that decision.
This disclosure must include information that a criminal history record check was made, the
specific contents of the record, and the effect the record had upon the decision. Failure to provide
all such information to the person subject to the adverse decision is a misdemeanor. This
disclosure requirement app_l_xes to_criminal |ust1ce agenc1es when such agencies make employment
or llcenge to record §

r VM 3/1/w015

NOT. DATE

MY COMMISS S: 11 [20/12 %7

11|Page



AFFIDAVIT

S-YEAR BACKGROUND HISTORY

?( FINTASSN j Qecc el , do hereby swear that 1 have not
within 5 years prior to the date of this applitafion been convicted or nor entered a plea of nolo contendere
to any felony, misdemeanor, or charge related to the sale, manufacture, distribution, taxability, possession
or use of alcoholic beverages or illegal drugs including the offense of driving a motor vehicle under the
influence of alcohol or drug, has not entered a guilty plea, or been convicted of a felony or a misdemeanor

of a crime opposed to decency and morality. i

\Applicants Signature

VERIFICATION
STATE OF GEORGIA, Delbacs COUNTY.
L f gp WO, i% E ‘(Cff f/\ , Licensee, do hereby subject to criminal penalties for

false swearmg, that the {tatements made by me W
/ 2

Applicant’s Signature (Full Name in Ink)

I hereby certify that ?\/8 (,/J {/L %S ;7‘/ C) L( &‘4 signed his/her name to the
(Full Name of Applicant)

foregoing affidavit after stating to me that he/she knew and understood all statements made therein, and,

under oath administered by me, has sworn that said statements are true.

This /Iﬂ'dav of Mﬂ Fcn A0 /Ll;

NED DAGENHARD
NOTARY PUBLIC
DeKalb County, Georgia
F/I?[ CCI){J&}%,E“Z}‘{ES l / Q&//Lo 27 My Commission Expires )10 /7027

[SEAL]
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From: Tom Ramsey

To: Danny Lamonte; Stanley Hawthorne; Brandy Hall; Governing Authority 2025; Chris Balch; Ned Dagenhard

Subject: Re: Proposed discussion of draft resolution to establish an income qualified, senior tax exemption to be applied
to City of Pine Lake property tax levies

Date: Friday, June 6, 2025 11:06:52 AM

Attachments: image001.png

Thank you, Mr. Lamotte.
I count the number of H4 exemptions at 42, in your spreadsheet. Based upon the example
provided in my previous email, the total cost to the city would be $12,768.

Looking forward to discussing this in July.

Tom Ramsey

Get Qutlook for i0OS

From: Danny Lamonte <dannylamonte@pinelakega.net>

Sent: Friday, June 6, 2025 10:57:19 AM

To: Stanley Hawthorne <stanleyhawthorne@pinelakega.net>; Tom Ramsey
<tomramsey@pinelakega.net>; Brandy Hall <brandyhall@pinelakega.net>; Governing Authority
2025 <GoverningAuthority2025@pinelakega.net>; Chris Balch <chris@balchlawgroup.com>; Ned
Dagenhard <neddagenhard@pinelakega.net>

Subject: RE: Proposed discussion of draft resolution to establish an income qualified, senior tax
exemption to be applied to City of Pine Lake property tax levies

Please find attached the query received from the county with the count of 74 residents and their
corresponding information. Thanks

Danny Lamonte, MBA CFO
Finance Director
City of Pine Lake,GA

From: Stanley Hawthorne <stanleyhawthorne@pinelakega.net>

Sent: Friday, June 6, 2025 10:47 AM

To: Tom Ramsey <tomramsey@pinelakega.net>; Brandy Hall <brandyhall@pinelakega.net>;
Governing Authority 2025 <GoverningAuthority2025@pinelakega.net>; Chris Balch
<chris@balchlawgroup.com>; Ned Dagenhard <neddagenhard@pinelakega.net>; Danny Lamonte
<dannylamonte@pinelakega.net>

Subject: Re: Proposed discussion of draft resolution to establish an income qualified, senior tax
exemption to be applied to City of Pine Lake property tax levies


mailto:tomramsey@pinelakega.net
mailto:dannylamonte@pinelakega.net
mailto:stanleyhawthorne@pinelakega.net
mailto:brandyhall@pinelakega.net
mailto:GoverningAuthority2025@pinelakega.net
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=28a2bb24a86141658e335a25161d41a2-Guest_0d9bd
mailto:neddagenhard@pinelakega.net
https://aka.ms/o0ukef
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Importance: High
Good morning to all,

Council Member Ramsey and I had a chance to discuss his clarifying email this morning and
as I told him: 'the clarification is proper and needed.' In my haste at the airport yesterday
traveling home to Orlando for the weekend and quickly catching up on emails, I did not notice
that Mr. Lamonte had replied from a basis of Council Member Ramsey's original proposal. I
apologize for the confusion.

Finance Director Lamonte, please answer the question below from Council Member Ramsey
in his enumerated response "2." below.

Very truly yours,
Stanley D Fawthorue

City Manager
stanleyhawthorne@pinelakega.net
404.999.4901

From: Tom Ramsey <tomramse inelakega.net>
Sent: Friday, June 6, 2025 10:29 AM

To: Brandy Hall <brandyhall@pinelakega.net>; Governing Authority 2025
<GoverningAuthority2025@pinelakega.net>; Stanley Hawthorne
<stanleyhawthorne@pinelakega.net>; Chris Balch <chris@balchlawgroup.com>; Ned Dagenhard
<neddagenhard@pinelakega.net>

Subject: Re: Proposed discussion of draft resolution to establish an income qualified, senior tax
exemption to be applied to City of Pine Lake property tax levies

This emailis in response to the City Manager email last night (June 5th), forwarding
comments from Finance Director Lamotte. | am placing my response here because this
is the email chain that contains the current proposal. Mr. Lamotte’s response to Mr.
Hawthorne yesterday, was in response to an email chain that preceded our May Work
Session. Thanks

Good Morning, City Manager,

| do not agree with Mr. Lamotte’s assessment of the impact of my proposed draft for a
Senior Tax Exemption. It sounds like he was using the original proposal | made last
month, which | presented after your original property tax explanation, which needed to
be withdrawn and corrected. His calculations should have been based on the proposal
made in my email to this group on May 23, 2025, which can be seen below in this email
chain.


mailto:stanleyhawthorne@pinelakega.net
mailto:tomramsey@pinelakega.net
mailto:brandyhall@pinelakega.net
mailto:GoverningAuthority2025@pinelakega.net
mailto:stanleyhawthorne@pinelakega.net
mailto:chris@balchlawgroup.com
mailto:neddagenhard@pinelakega.net

1. | believe his off the cuff assumption of $1000 per resident is inaccurate

2. Does his count of 74 residents represent all Senior Exemptions? My latest
proposal for discussion at the July Work Session would only grant a Pine Lake
exemption to those receiving only the H4 County Exemption

3. After the last Council meeting, | specifically asked you to look into the number of
H4 exemptions prior to or July Work Session. Not all Senior Exemptions.

4. Qualified residents, receiving the H4 County Exemption would receive a $10,000
reduction in assessed value, and a 1 mil reduction in the City tax rate, based on my
most recent proposal. Exactly like many surrounding cities in DeKalb County

5. Using that formula on a home with a market value of $300,000, and an assessed
value of $120,000, It would reduce the City taxes from $2328 to $2024, a reduction
of $304

6. Even if we were to use Mr. Lamotte's number of 74 residents, the impact to the city
would be $22,496, not $74,000. But | believe that not all Senior exemptions in Pine
Lake are H4 exemptions (my Senior exemption is not H4), so the actual exposure
to the city should be under $20,000 annually.
| look forward to our July Work Session, and a full discussion using current and correct
data.

Thanks,
Tom Ramsey

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Tom Ramsey <tomramse inelakega.net>

Sent: Tuesday, May 27, 2025 5:41 PM

To: Brandy Hall <brandyhall@pinelakega.net>; Governing Authority 2025
<GoverningAuthority2025@pinelakega.net>; Stanley Hawthorne

<stanleyhawthorne @pinelakega.net>; Chris Balch <chris@balchlawgroup.com>; Ned

Dagenhard <neddagenhard@pinelakega.net>
Subject: Re: Proposed discussion of draft resolution to establish an income qualified, senior
tax exemption to be applied to City of Pine Lake property tax levies

Thank you, Mayor, and | do appreciate your concerns. | do think a July work session is
fine, but it would be beneficial for administration to inquire as to the number of H4


https://aka.ms/o0ukef
mailto:tomramsey@pinelakega.net
mailto:brandyhall@pinelakega.net
mailto:GoverningAuthority2025@pinelakega.net
mailto:stanleyhawthorne@pinelakega.net
mailto:chris@balchlawgroup.com
mailto:neddagenhard@pinelakega.net

exemptions currently awarded in Pine Lake. This would make a work session more
productive.

Sincerely,
Tom Ramsey

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Brandy Hall <brandyhall@pinelakega.net>

Sent: Tuesday, May 27, 2025 4:07:59 PM

To: Tom Ramsey <tomramsey@pinelakega.net>; Governing Authority 2025
<GoverningAuthority2025@pinelakega.net>; Stanley Hawthorne
<stanleyhawthorne@pinelakega.net>; Chris Balch <chris@balchlawgroup.com>; Ned Dagenhard
<neddagenhard@pinelakega.net>

Subject: Re: Proposed discussion of draft resolution to establish an income qualified, senior tax
exemption to be applied to City of Pine Lake property tax levies

Dear Colleagues,

Thank you, Councilmember Ramsey, for your thoughtful proposal and the revisions
made to minimize administrative burden. | deeply appreciate the spirit of equity and
compassion behind this initiative, especially in light of the recently clarified tax impacts
on elderly residents with limited resources.

That said, | do have some concerns about proceeding without a fuller understanding of
the long-term financial implications for the City. As you noted, this is a legislative
process that, once enacted, cannot be easily reversed. It is our responsibility to ensure
that we approach this with due diligence.

To that end, | recommend that we place this topic on the agenda for our July work
session. If Council chooses to explore this further, | believe we must fund a
comprehensive impact analysis—ideally through a trusted third party such as the Carl
Vinson Institute—to evaluate the potential effects both now and in the future. This will
help us make a data-informed decision that balances compassion with fiscal
responsibility.

Itis also important to note that this initiative did not surface during any of the three
Council retreats held in 2024 or 2025, and as such, it was not factored into our current
strategic priorities. As we all know, staff capacity and resources are limited. Taking on an
unplanned initiative of this scale risks detracting from the important progress already
underway. In my view, deviating from the strategic roadmap undermines staff’s ability to


https://aka.ms/o0ukef
mailto:brandyhall@pinelakega.net
mailto:tomramsey@pinelakega.net
mailto:GoverningAuthority2025@pinelakega.net
mailto:stanleyhawthorne@pinelakega.net
mailto:chris@balchlawgroup.com
mailto:neddagenhard@pinelakega.net

deliver on projects we’ve all agreed are top priorities.

Additionally, we will need to anticipate and plan for the legal costs associated with
drafting and pursuing legislative approval for this resolution.

I am not necessarily opposed to the concept of a senior tax exemption, but | do believe
we must be thoughtful, thorough, and transparent in our approach. Our residents
deserve nothing less.

Warm regards,

Brandy M. Hall
Mayor
City of Pine Lake, GA

From: Tom Ramsey <tomramsey@pinelakega.net>
Sent: Friday, May 23, 2025 11:57 AM

To: Governing Authority 2025 <GoverningAuthority2025@pinelakega.net>; Stanley Hawthorne
<stanleyhawthorne@pinelakega.net>; Chris Balch <chris@balchlawgroup.com>; Ned Dagenhard
<neddagenhard@pinelakega.net>

Subject: Proposed discussion of draft resolution to establish an income qualified, senior tax
exemption to be applied to City of Pine Lake property tax levies

Dear Colleagues,

In light of the recent corrections made to the latest Strategic Performance Report by City
Manager Hawthorne, on the topic of property tax calculations as related to School, County,
and City of Pine Lake Taxes, it is now clearly established that the burden of City taxes on
the elderly with limited resources is substantial.

As such, | would like to resubmit my request that City Council consider the possibility of an
income qualified, senior tax exemption to be applied to City Taxes. | ask that this be placed
on the agenda for earliest possible upcoming work session, once the City Manager has had
the opportunity to study impact of implementation. Impact could be assessed by finding out
how many City Residents have qualified for the DeKalb County H-4 senior exemption.

We now know that City Taxes represent approximately 34% of a gross bill before
exemptions are applied. In fact, for an elderly resident already receiving both the basic
homestead exemption (available to all residents), and the income qualified, H-4 or H-9
exemptions, City Taxes represent approximately 74% of their annual property tax bill.

Most cities in DeKalb County do offer some form of income qualified, senior tax relief that is
applied to City Taxes. | have attached below, a listing extracted from the DeKalb County
Tax Commissioners website that shows what each city offers to their senior residents.

| have made significant changes to the draft resolution (attached below), to minimize the
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processing and record keeping burden on City of Pine Lake staff. Once approved by
Council and approved by the state legislature and passed by referendum, the entire
process would be automatic when a resident applies and qualifies for the DeKalb County H-
4 senior exemption, since the qualification requirements would be identical.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Tom Ramsey

Other Local Exemptions
City of Atlanta - Exemptions are granted along with County exemption.
City of Avondale - Local exemptions are not awarded.

City of Brookhaven - Exemptions are granted along with the County exemptions.

® Basic homestead exemption of $40,000 plus city assessment freeze (if applicable).

® Senior Exemption (age 65 and meeting county requirements) receive $160,000 plus
city assessment freeze - if applicable).

City of Chamblee - The basic homestead exemption is granted along with County
exemption. Elderly exemptions are applied for with the City of Chamblee.

® Basic homestead exemption of $50,000 off assessed value.

® FElderly residents 65 and older and disabled residents that are 100 percent disabled
can receive a 100 percent exemption from ad valorem taxes.

City of Clarkston - Seniors age 65 may apply for additional $20,000 exemption from the
assessed value of their property when they qualify for homestead exemption.

City of Decatur - Exemptions are applied for with the city of Decatur.

City of Doraville — Exemptions are awarded along with the County exemptions. Elderly
exemptions are applied for with the City of Doraville.

® Basic homestead exemption of $10,000 and a 2.5 mil reduction off assessed value.
® FElderly residents age 70 and older can receive 100 percent city tax exemption.

City of Dunwoody - Exemptions are awarded along with the County exemptions.

® Basic exemption - $10,000 off assessed value plus a 1 mill reduction off assessed
value.


http://www.atlantaga.gov/index.aspx?page=956
https://www.avondaleestates.org/
http://www.brookhavenga.gov/home
http://www.chambleega.gov/
http://clarkstonga.gov/
http://www.decaturgatax.com/
http://www.doravillega.us/
https://www.dunwoodyga.gov/

® Senior exemption - age 65 with $15,000 or less GA NET income - $14,000 plus a 1
mill reduction off assessed value.

City of Lithonia - City exemptions are awarded with the County exemptions.

® Basic homestead exemption of $2,000 off assessed value.

® FElderly residents 65 and older and 100 percent disabled residents with net income
less than $4,000 can receive an additional exemption of $2,000 off assessed value.

City of Pine Lake - Basic city exemption of $4,000 of assessed value is granted along with
County exemption.

City of Stone Mountain - Local exemptions are applied for with the City of Stone Mountain.
Elderly residents age 62 or older with an income of less than $10,000 can receive an
exemption of $20,000 off assessed value for city operations.

City of Stonecrest - City exemptions are awarded with the County exemptions.

® Basic exemption - $10,000 off assessed value plus a 1 mill reduction off assessed
value.

® Senior exemption - age 65 with $15,000 or less GA NET income - $14,000 plus a 1
mill reduction off assessed value.

City of Tucker- Exemptions are awarded along with the county exemptions.

® Basic homestead exemption of $10,000 plus city assessment freeze (if applicable).

® Senior Exemption (age 65 and meeting county requirements) receive $14,000 plus
city assessment freeze - if applicable).

Proposed Draft City Council Resolution No. [XXXX]

A Resolution to Establish a Property Tax Relief Program for Senior Citizens Based on
a Qualified Income Level.

Whereas, the City Council acknowledges the financial pressures faced by senior
citizens living on fixed or limited incomes; and
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Whereas, rising property taxes have disproportionately impacted low- and moderate-
income seniors, threatening their ability to remain in their homes; and

Whereas, the City Council is committed to promoting financial stability and equitable
tax relief for seniors through an income qualified program;

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, by the City Council of Pine Lake, GA, as follows:

1. Eligibility and Tax Relief:

® Senior exemption - age 65 with $15,000 or less GA NET income - $14,000 reduction
in assessed value, plus a 1 mil reduction off the City’s levy on assessed value.

® (This is the same as DeKalb County’s H-4 senior exemption qualifications for
eligibility. The benefit relief provided is modeled after the City of Dunwoody senior
exemption, but this could be adjusted to a benefit the City of Pine Lake could
sustain.)

2. Application Process:

- Eligible residents must apply for and receive approval for the DeKalb County - H4
Senior Exemption. Once approved for the H-4 exemption, the DeKalb County Tax
Office would automatically apply the City of Pine Lake’s senior tax exemption.

4. Program Implementation and Funding:

- The tax relief program shall be funded through [specific funding sources, e.g.,
municipal budget allocations, state grants, etc.].

- The program shall take effect on [specific date] and will be reviewed annually to
assess its effectiveness and sustainability.

5. Public Awareness Campaign:

- The City Council shall ensure that information regarding the program, including
eligibility criteria and application procedures, is widely distributed to senior residents
through [specific channels, e.g., mail, online platforms, community centers, etc.].



Adopted this [day] of [month], [year], by the City Council of Pine Lake, GA.

Signed:

[Name], Mayor

[Name], City Clerk
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Age

Co-Owner Age

Parcel Id Exmp Code Address City Code Owner Co-Owner (If Available) | (If Available)
18 041 08 003 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 4546 OAK RD PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 MITCHELL MARY ANN
18 041 08 011 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 487 OAK DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 GORDON WILLIAM ALAN 72
18 041 08 037 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 4556 ROCKBRIDGE RD PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 OMEL FELIX MELENU ONAH 68
18 041 08 042 H9F:SR 70-SCHOOL+ FRZ 4571 POPLAR RD PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 WOODS DWIGHT 68 71
18 041 08 063 H9F:SR 70-SCHOOL+ FRZ 4556 FORREST RD PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 ANDRADE IVAN ANDRADE MARIE G 82 71
18 041 08 067 H9F:SR 70-SCHOOL+ FRZ 486 PINE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 GATES RACHEL MCGINNIS 75
18 041 08 083 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 526 PINE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 WHITLOW BARBARA H 76
18 041 08 085 H3F:AGE 62-SCHOOL & FRZ 509 SPRING DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 SINGH YVONNE M WALKER BRIGHHAM C 64
18 041 08 087 H9F:SR 70-SCHOOL+ FRZ 529 PINE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 STERN FRAN STERN RIKKI 72
MCCLUGGAGE RALPH MELVIN| MCCLUGGAGE PATRICIA

18 041 08 089 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 4574 DOGWOOD RD PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 FAMILY TRUST SUE FAMILY TRUST 80 80
18 041 08 092 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 522 CLUBHOUSE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 HOLT MARGARET P 68
18 041 08 098| H1S:BASIC EXEMPTION + STATE SR 4575 DOGWOOD RD PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 ISAAC CAROL LINDBLAD CARRIE E 67
18 041 08 102 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 488 CLUBHOUSE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 OWEN DIANE S 72
18 041 08 119 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 450 CLUBHOUSE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 BROWN CLIFTON PHILLIP 67

LIGHTCAP SUSAN LIVING LIGHTCAP SUSAN
18 041 08 127 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 451 CLUBHOUSE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 TRUST KENDALL TRUSTEE 80
18 041 08 130 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 429 CLUBHOUSE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 HOOD WILLARD E SR HOOD LOTTIEM 69
18 041 08 143| HEDF:DISABILITY-PART SCHL + FRZ 495 CLUBHOUSE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 BERNHEIMER KAREN A
18 041 08 146 H3F:AGE 62-SCHOOL & FRZ 4606 FORREST RD PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 BORDEAUX JEAN M AUSTIN GAYLE M 75

LIVING TRUST OF CASTRO
18 041 08 163 H9F:SR 70-SCHOOL+ FRZ 521 CLUBHOUSE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 NIVEA 73
18 041 08 175| HG6F:SR 65-PART SCHOOL (1) + FRZ 4611 LAKESHORE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 VO ANNY 61 68
1804108 178 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 495 MAGNOLIA DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 RENO RHONDA L 64 75
18 041 08 183 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 4612 FORREST RD PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 ROTCH DENNIS R BORST ANGEL C 81
18 041 08 194 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 449 MAGNOLIA DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 MONTGOMERY FRANCES A 75
18 041 08 200| HG6F:SR 65-PART SCHOOL (1) + FRZ 444 HEMLOCK DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 WILDMOON K C 68
18 041 08 201 H9F:SR 70-SCHOOL+ FRZ 462 HEMLOCK DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 EUBANKS SHARON 78
18 041 08 202 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 455 MAGNOLIA DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 MINES LARRY L
18 041 08 208 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 458 HEMLOCK DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 HERSI ABDI M 68
18 041 08 232 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 4632 POPLAR RD PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 ADAMS MARY FRANCES
18 041 08 236 H9F:SR 70-SCHOOL+ FRZ 450 SPRUCE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 FILLOS STEVAN M 78
18 041 08 238 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 441 HEMLOCK DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 STRICKLAND EUGENIA 77
18 041 08 239 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 433 HEMLOCK DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 MCMAHON SHARON BROWN CINDY 75 68
18 041 08 248 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 4638 FORREST RD PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 DAVIS JUDITH CAROL
18 041 08 256 H3F:AGE 62-SCHOOL & FRZ 4631 LAKESHORE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 AUSTIN GAYLE M BORDEAUX JEAN 75
18 041 08 270 H9F:SR 70-SCHOOL+ FRZ 489 SPRUCE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 DAVIS BARBARA G 74
18 041 08 276 H3F:AGE 62-SCHOOL & FRZ 443 SPRUCE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 PENCE AMY SUZANNE 64

GARNER MARTHA
18 041 08 280 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 465 SPRUCE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 SANDERS SHARON J RENFROE
18 041 08 281 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 483 SPRUCE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 SLOCOMB CHRISTINE NORVEL 77
18 041 08 282 H9F:SR 70-SCHOOL+ FRZ 513 SPRUCE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 DONOVAN CHARLES T LOWER KATHLEEN V 75 73
18 041 08 283 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 509 SPRUCE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 NELLIGAN MOIRA B HICKEY MICHAEL E 75 62
18 041 09 001 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 4538 RIDGE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 BROOKS ALISON 69
18 041 09 003 H9F:SR 70-SCHOOL+ FRZ 4566 RIDGE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 KEITH OTT WENDY 72
18 041 09 014| HG6F:SR 65-PART SCHOOL (1) + FRZ 4644 RIDGE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 ROBINSON GENTRY REYES ADAN BAUTISTA 65
18 041 09 015 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 4656 RIDGE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 GOLDBERG JEFFREY H 67
18 041 09 020 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 4588 RIDGE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 DAVENPORT JO ANN 82
18 041 09 021 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 4548 RIDGE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 FOWLER ALFRED L KIERNAN EUGENE M 78 84
18 041 09 033 H3F:AGE 62-SCHOOL & FRZ 4562 ORCHID DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 ENGEL BRIEN F 64
18 041 09 039 H3F:AGE 62-SCHOOL & FRZ 654 LAUREL RD PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 COLBURN AMY L 66
18 041 09 046 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 4624 ORCHID DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 HARTIS CHARLOTTE A HARTIS MARTIN C 68 69
18 041 09 049 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 4617 RIDGE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 GILBERT VALERIE 76
18 041 09 054 H3F:AGE 62-SCHOOL & FRZ 4634 ORCHID DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 JENKINS LOREDANA 76
18 041 09 064 H9F:SR 70-SCHOOL+ FRZ 4641 RIDGE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 TEETER ALICE L DENOBRIGA KATHIE 72 74
18 041 09 068 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 633 IRISRD PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 MINTZMYER ELLEN L 74
18 041 09 071 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 4644 DAHLIA DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 TIDWELL MELISSA 68
18 041 09 076 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 4651 ORCHID DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 COOLEY WANDA L 73
18 041 09 080 H9F:SR 70-SCHOOL+ FRZ 4650 DAHLIA DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 VIGODSKY ETHEL J 80
18 041 09 085 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 4610 DAHLIA DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 DUCKWORTH ANN C DIAMOND CYNTHIA J 70 66
18 041 09 099 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 4556 DAHLIA DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 CARTER NANCY S 78
18 041 09 100 H9F:SR 70-SCHOOL+ FRZ 4568 DAHLIA DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 KITE TINA V BURGAMY CALVIN E 75 55
18 041 09 103 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 635 IVY RD PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 RIDLING ALICE F 78
18 041 09 104 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 4541 ORCHID DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 ASHLEY LEON P
KENNEDY KAREN LIVING
18 041 09 115 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 611 IVY RD PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 KENNEDY KAREN TRUSTEE TRUST 77 73
18 041 09 118 H3F:AGE 62-SCHOOL & FRZ 616 OLIVE RD PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 MASSEY MELISSA A DURRETT JULIANNA 62
ROSALYN HOLLEY REVOCABLE

18 041 09 133 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 620 GROVE RD PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 TRUST
18 041 09 137 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 614 IRISRD PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 BINGHAM MELANIE H 76
18 041 09 139 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 607 GROVE RD PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 MCGUIRE MAUREEN 67
18 041 09 142| H1S:BASIC EXEMPTION + STATE SR 617 IRISRD PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 MILLER ALLISON 67
18 041 09 146 H9F:SR 70-SCHOOL+ FRZ 610 SPRUCE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 RAMSEY THOMAS 72 79

MILLER JOSEPH BLANKS Il
18 041 09 147 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 4657 DAHLIA DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 REVOCABLE LIVING TRUST 75
18 041 09 153 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 4632 PARK DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 PAPROSKI JAMES JOSEPH 71
18 041 09 160 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 579 SPRUCE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 KINSEY SHIRLEY R 70
18 041 09 162 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 627 SPRUCE DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 SCALA VICTORIA H 70
18 04109 176 H4F:AGE 65-SCHOOL+FRZ 4565 PARK DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 HOWLAND CANDICE FLOYD | HOWLAND LUCIUS PHILIP 75
18 041 09 186 H3F:AGE 62-SCHOOL & FRZ 565 PARK DR PINE LAKE GA 30072 74 RAMSAY SUSAN L 64
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All supplemental documentation for
New Business Items 2, 3, and 4 is included in the
July 2025 Strategic Performance Report (SPR).

Ned Dagenhard
Acting City Clerk
neddagenhard@pinelakega.net
425 Allgood Road Stone Mountain GA 30083
PO Box 1325 e Pine Lake, GA 30072 e 404-999-4931
www.pinelakega.net
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